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IX. 

THE OKETEE OR DEVILS ELBOW BARONY. 

By the original Fundamental Constitutions, as proposed 
by the Lords Proprietors for the Province of Carolina, each 
of the eight Proprietors was to have a signiory of 12,000 
acres in each and every county. 1 At the first settlement of 
the colony the attempt was made by means of "temporary 
laws" and "instructions" to the Governor and Council to 
shape the laws and government of the country so as to ac- 
cord, as near as practicable, to the provisions of these Fun- 
damental Constitutions until the latter could be put in full 
operation. 2 It soon developed that from the physical dif- 
ficulties, and from the temper of the settlers, the Fundamen- 
tal Constitutions were wholly unsuited for and could never 
be put in force over the country. In proportion with the 
recognition of this fact the departure from the observance, 
or recognition, of the Constitutions became more marked, 
and after the rejection by the popular assembly of the 
Province in 1702/ of the final revision of the Fundamental 

'Carroll's Hist: Coll" 8 ., vol. 2, p. 363. 

-"Rivers' Sketch of S. C, pp. 341, 347, 348, 351, 359, 366. 

3 Stats. of S. C, vol. 1, p. 42. 
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Constitutions, they were practically wholly abandoned. The 
Proprietors, treating the whole country as their own, 
deemed they could have baronies set out to them as they 
saw fit, without reference to any limitations contained in 
the Fundamental Constitutions, but with regard of course 
to grants already made by them. 

As early as 171 1 plans had been made of 119,000 acres 
to be laid out in baronies to the Proprietors, 4 but nothing 
farther seems to have been done at that time. 

After the Yemassee war had freed the country of those 
troublesome neighbors these plans were again taken up and 
on I4 ,h Nov'., 1 718, the Proprietors ordered that four baro- 
nies of 12,000 acres each should be laid out in Granville 
County by cross lines drawn from the river May northward 
to the river falling into Port Royal river. These four 
baronies with others ordered at the same time (aggregating 
in all 119,000 acres) were to be drawn for among the 
Proprietors by lot f and this was done at their next meeting 
on 21 Novr., 1718, 6 and on 5 Deer., 17 18, the grants were 
ordered to be executed.' 

Sir John Colleton the grandson of Sir John Colleton, 
one of the original proprietors, and the then owner of his 
proprietorship, evidently drew the barony which is the sub- 
ject of this Article, for on that day (5 th . Deer., 1718) a 
grant for it to him was executed with attached the usual 
map of the land granted. 8 It lay between the river May 
and a river, the Indian name of which as variously given in 
the old grants and deeds was "Oketee," "Okeetee" or "Oka- 
tie," the latter river forming the northern boundary for the 
entire length of the barony. 

The name "Devils Elbow" creek or river was given to 
this stream apparently from the elbow shape of its course 
from the point where it joined Port Royal sound or Broad 
river to a point around Spring Island and back into the 
country. The barony while owned by the Colletons, and 

4 Trans: Hist: Soc: of S. C, vol. 1, p. 191. 

5 Ibid. p. 192. 

"Ibid. 

T Ibid. 

8 Off: Hist: Com". Memo: Bk: 4, p. 118. 
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until its final partition, was commonly called the "Devils 
Elbow" barony or "Colleton Neck," and the Oketee river 
where it bounded the barony was called "Colleton" river. 

The situation was an ideal one in many respects. It 
could be reached from the sea by the deepest and most 
accessible natural channel south of Norfolk in Virginia, and 
its shores afforded deep water up to the very wharves, with 
a land locked harbour in which any fleet could ride in safety. 

Such were its natural advantages in this respect that the 
extreme northeastern point of the barony on deep water 
called "Foot point" was at quite an early period in the last 
century regarded as the coming site of a great commercial 
city. 

The lands from the agricultural point of view were very 
fine. Up to the war of the Revolution indigo seems to 
have been largely planted by the Colletons. In after years 
the culture of sea island cotton flourished on them, and the 
barony had become the seat of a wealthy and cultivated 
community of planters, when the social, political, and finan- 
cial destruction consequent upon the War of 1861-1865 
turned a region sparkling with agricultural opulence into 
an abandoned waste, inhabited by a thriftless and ignorant 
negro population. 

The family seat of this branch of the Colletons in South 
Carolina was at Fairlawn Barony 8 in Berkeley County and 
the Devils Elbow Barony in Granville County was much 
later brought under cultivation. 

On 28 Sept r . 1726, Sir John Colleton transferred the 
Devils Elbow Barony to his second son Peter. 10 Little ap- 
pears on the record concerning this Peter. He came to and 
lived in South Carolina, for prior to 1733 he purchased a 
plantation of 400 acres called Epsom lying on Biggon creek 
at Biggon bridge and between Fairlawn and Wadboo baro- 
nies." He .was certainly in Carolina in 1739 when he is a 
witness to a deed. 12 He died prior to 1 748, for in that year 
his brother executed a codicil disposing of the Devils Elbow 

9 S. C. Hist: & Geneal: Mag:, vol. 1, p. 330. 
'"Off: Hist: Com". Memo: Bk: 3, p. 195. 
"Ibid, p. 453. 
"M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. T, p. 290. 
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barony as his own. His will was dated in 1740 and was 
probated in England in 1754. (S. C. Hist: & Geneal: 
Mag:, vol. XI, p. 131.) In 175 1 his father, in a letter to 
Mess' 8 . Nathaniel and Thomas Broughton, speaks of him 
as "my late son Peter" who "bought a little plantation by 
"Fairlawn I think called Epsom and gave £300 sterling for 
"it which he left to his brother Robert."" 

At Peter's death, probably under the limitations of the 
deed of gift from his father, the Devils Elbow barony went 
to his brother, the Honorable John Colleton of Fairlawn 
barony, who by a codicil dated in June, 1748, devised the 
"Barony at Port Royal"" to his son John. 

The Honorable John Colleton died in 1750. Shortly be- 
fore his death he had made provision for the development 
of the barony as his widow and Executrix in an agreement 
with Morgan Sabb dated 8 th Sept r ., 1750, recites that 

"for the cultivation & improvement of a certain barony 

"belonging to the said John Colleton situate and being 

"at a place called the Devils Elbow in Port Royal river 

"in Granville County" the said John Colleton had 

agreed with Morgan Sabb that John Colleton would put in 

61 slaves and that Morgan Sabb would put in 53 slaves and 

that the same would be used under the direction of Morgan 

Sabb for 7 years from I st . January, 175 r, "to clear and 

"cultivate and make plantations and work & labour up- 

"on the said Barony by improving and breeding flocks 

"planting rice corn and other grain sawing timber 

"making pitch tar turpentine Indigo & other commer- 

"cial commodities thereon." 15 

Under the Will of the Honorable John Colleton his 

lands, including this barony, upon the death of his eldest 

son Peter, who died about 1756, (S. C. Hist: & Geneal: 

Mag:, vol. IV, p. 236) passed to his son John. The latter 

was a minor at his father's death, and his mother dying a 

few months after his father, the child seems to have been 

sent to England to his grandfather, upon whose death he 

succeeded to the title. 

"Prob: Ct: Charleston, Bk. 1751-54, p. 185. 

"Ibid, Bk. 1747-1752. p. 310. 

"Prob: Ct: Charleston, Bk. 1749-51, p. 365. 
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During the life of this last Sir John the Devils Elbow 
barony seems to have been well developed and improved. 
M". Graves, his daughter, states that the property had been 
devoted largely to the cultivation of indigo. In 1762, Moses 
Lindo, "Inspector and Surveyor General of South Carolina 
Indico" states that he has granted certificates for the first 
sort "equal in quality to the best French" to several growers 
of indigo, including Sir John Colleton, whose indigo had 
sold at 30s. (currency?) per lb: 16 

M" s . Graves also states that the value of the live stock on 
the Devils Elbow barony taken and destroyed during the 
revolutionary war amounted to over £8, 000. As it lay 
near the theatre of hostilities from 1779 to 1782 it is prob- 
able that it was largely swept clear of its labour in the shape 
of slaves, and of its provisions and buildings. 

Sir John Colleton died in 1777 and under his will the 
property went to his only daughter Louisa Carolina Colle- 
ton. Before his death however the disintegration of the 
barony had begun as he seems to have disposed of about 
6,199 acres of it," viz : to William Fripp 

Thomas Farr 

Benj". Walls 

James Stanyarne 

Edmund Bellinger 

George Hipp 

Of Louisa Carolina Colleton who married Admiral Rich- 
ard Graves of the British Navy an account has been given 
in an article on the Colleton family in South Carolina pub- 
lished in this Magazine in vol. 1, p. 339, for October, 1900. 
During the lifetime of M r ". Graves she retained the 
barony practically as devised to her, but on her death it was 
divided up and sold. Prior to her death she seems to have 
disposed of a part of the barony lying on Colleton river to 
Benjamin Guerard, which part seems afterward to have 
become the property of M r . William Wigg Barnwell by 
whom it was called "Trimbleston." 

After her death, under proceedings in the Court of Chan- 

"Elzas. Jews of S. C, p. 57. 

"M. C. O. Charleston, Bks. T. 6, p. 47; O. 3, p. 2; O. S. p. 247. 
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eery for foreclosure of mortgage the rest of the barony was 
disposed of, 18 viz : 

On the Rose Hill tract, 800 acres to James 

Kirk. 

On 25 Sept., 1828, the Hunting Island tract, 946 acres to 
James Kirk. 

On 11 Novr., 1828, the Camp tract, 1,370 acres to M rs . 
Pinckney & M". Izard. 

On 3 Feby., 1829, the Foot Point tract, 1,055 acres to 
John Stoney. 

On 3 Feby., 1829, the Ferry tract, 942 acres to John 
Stoney. 

On 3 Feby., 1829, the Fording Island tract, 750 acres to 
W. J. Grayson. 

On 3 Feby., 1829, the Toppin tract, 790 acres to Misses 
Pinckney. 

Making a total of 6,653 acres. 

The barony had evidently, for the purposes probably of 
more efficient supervision and cultivation, been subdivided 
into tracts during the Colleton ownership and when sold 
off the plantations, into which it was subdivided for sale, 
carried the names by which they had been before designated. 
The village or summer settlement of "Bluffton" is on a part 
of the barony (apparently on that part conveyed to Benja- 
min Walls) on a bluff fronting the river May. Colleton 
Neck is distinguished botanically by the fact that many 
forms of a more southern flora are found as far north as 
that locality. It was also the scene of much of the botanical 
work of Stephen Elliott, who frequently refers to it in his 
"Sketch of the Botany of South Carolina and Georgia." 
In later years it was the field for the botanical observations 
of that most excellent of field botanists as well as skilful 
physician, the late D r . James H. Mellichamp who for many 
years lived at Bluffton. 

As the family home and mansion of the Colletons was 
at Fairlawn barony it is improbable that there was on the 

,s Ct: Com: Pleas, Charleston, Report Bk., vol. 6, p. 39. 
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Devils Elbow barony a larger dwelling than was required 
for the resident overseer; certainly none on the extensive 
scale denoted by the ruins at Fairlawn. It's more favorable 
situation and finer lands constituted it from the financial 
standpoint a much more valuable property than the Fair- 
lawn barony. 

The map published with this article represents the map 
as taken from the lines of a map made in 1786 by James 
Peart for Miss Louisa Carolina Colleton, but located and 
laid down on the map of the locality published by the U. S. 
Coast Survey. 

The final sales of the barony show that it exceeded largely 
in its actual contents the 12,000 acres it was originally laid 
out for, but this excess was a usual feature of large surveys 
made at that early period. 



